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Iuuill give you Paſtors according to mine 
Heart, which ſhall feed You with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding. 
"Hat this Promiſe relates to the Times 
| of the Goſpel, is plain from the next 
F Verſe : In thoſe Days, ſaith the Lord, 
they ſhall ſay no more, T he Ark of the Covenant 
of the Lord: neither ſhall it come to mind, neither 
ſhall they remember it, neither ſhall they viſit it, 
neither ſhall that be done any more. By all which 
ſeveral Expreſſions the Prophet ſhews, the 
utter abolition of the Moſaical Covenant, and 
Gods entring into a New one, with his People 
thraughChreft Feſus, - 102 © 
And to prove by what means, he would 
convey, and continue to them ſo great a Bleſ- 
ſing; He introduces the Promiſe of that, by 
this in the Text, I will give you Paſtors accor- 
ding to mine Heart, »bich ſhall feed you with 
| Knowledge and Underſtanding. This Propheſy, 
_ tho' Eminently and Univerſally fulfil'd in the 
| B Days 


; | N77) —_— 
Days of the Apoſtles; yet was to be made 
good to after Ages, not to the Church in 
general, or to any one part of it, as Supreme, 
or Infallible; But to ſuch as deſerv'd it by 
their Faith and Obedience, or Repentance: Be- 
cauſe it is Conditional, as may appear b 
what goes before the Text: Return thow back 
ſliding Iſrael, ſaith t he Lord, — only acknowledge 
thine Iniquity which thou va tranſereſs'd again(s 
the Lord thy Go Turn O Backſliding Children — 
and I will give you Paſtors, &C. 
Let Divine Goodneſs does not always ſtrictly 
require the performance of thoſe Conditions, 
which are annex'd to its Promiſes, before it 
fulfills them; but ſometimes, the ſame Be- 
nefits which are beſtowed upon one Kingdom 
as the Reward of their Repentance, are given 
to another, as an encouragement to it. 
| This we of this Nation are a particular In- 
* ſtonce of; How are we over- run by Vice and 
| Error? How often have we been calbd upon 
to Repent? But alas! how many thouſands 
are there, that delay, that fcorn to do ſo? 
BY Yet had ever any People ſo much Experience 
| of God's Goodneſs and Mercy ? Eſpecially has 
| he not often made good to us, the ineftimable 
FW Blefling in the Text? And muſt not every one 
8 thankfully acknowledge, that at the ume in 
| woes 


* para he bye feb Inſtance continues to o do 


"1 ſhall dave; therefore ta ew the ori 20 
neſs of ſuch a Bleffing, and what return ought 
to be made by thoſe to whom it is given; by 
conſidering theſe Words more nn in 
this method. 


1. I ſhall ſhew what Office i: is more perle 
 defign'd by the Word Paſtor, in the Text ; 
and the Dignity, and Authority of it. 


II. The great Qualifications requilite for it, 
Std in thoſe Words, According to mine 
H. cart. 


m. To what Intent and Purpoſe they are 
given by God: Namely jo feed his People 
with Knowledge and Under feanding. | 08 


IV. what Signs we ma reaſongbl con- 
| dae When N Paſtors are emi 
the Gift of Cod. 


v. The Duty of thoſe to \ whom they el 
1 2 
This laſt Point being the chief ang that ©] 


SF at; what 1 M _ upon the others, 
will 


wu, 4 * 


will not I hope be lookt upon, as if preſum'd 
to inform my Superiors, in any thing rela- 
ting to their high Station; but only, as ne- 
* b for the better Underſtanding the Bleſ- 
ſing promis d in the Text, that e in 
God accordingly. 

I. I propos'd to ſhew, what Office i is more 
eſpecially defign'd here by the word Paſtor, 
and the Dignity and Authority of it. 

The Metaphor in the word Paſtor, is drawn 
from what is ſo very well known ; 'and is ſo 
proper to Repreſent, the Watchfulneſs, Di- 
ligence, and Love, of thoſe that Govern : 
And the Meekneſs, Innocence and Humi- 
lity of theſe who are to obey: That it 
has been very Anciently apply'd, by 
ſeveral Nations, both to Ecclehaſtical and 
Civil Magiſtrates: But it ſeems to have ow'd 
its Riſe to the eue; whoſe Anceſtors, had 
by them in the greateſt Veneration, were li- 
terally as well as Figuratively Paſtors; whoſe 
greateſt Rulers Moſes and David, of Shepherds 
became Law-givers, Prophets and Conquer- 
ours: nay who rais'd this Title fo high as to 
apply it to God himſelf, [he Lord is my Shep- 
berd I Gall not want, Pal. 23. v. 1. Upon which 
Philo Judæus has this admirable Reflexion. 
| * Letevery one that pretends to Love God, 
, © bear his Part in * an Hymn as this is, 

di but 


4 but chiefly let the niverſe i it - ſelf do ſo ; for. * 


* the Earth, Water, Air, Fire, and every 
Plant or Creature in them, Mortal or Im 
© mortal ; the Heavens themſelves, rhe regu- 
lar Courſes of the Sun, the harmonious Revo- 
© lutions of the other Stars; Alltheſe, God, as 
© the Supreme Shepherd or Governour, guides 
© and directs, like a Flock in proper order; 
6 ſetting over them, Toy "Optoy aut? f 
dor 0s Thy Mh Ar, Be. That HE might take 
© care as his Vice-gerent of this Holy Flock: 


© As it is ſaid ſomewhere, Behold ] ſend an Angel net r- 
© before thee, to keep thee in the Way *. This paſ- _ 


ſage is very remarkable: Who was this Aces, di, 


) Exod. 23. 


this firſt begotten Son, this Paſtor Vice: gerent, this 20. 
Angel? but the Angel of the Covenant., the 
Ward that was God; That Holy Jeſus, by 
whom the Worlds. were made, and 
whom they are ftill Govern'd.: "and under 
the ſame Character was he Promis'd. by. the 
Prophet Ezekiel. 34. v. 23. I will ſet up one 
Shepherd over them, and 15 Gall feed them, even 
my Servant David; H e Goll feed them, a be 
all be their Shepherd Which the Jews _ | 
to belong to the Meſſtab. 

Accordingly, when our Bleſſed Saviour came 


he declares that he is the good Shepherd, John 3 


v. 11. 5% eig d ii & d,, I am That ver / 


ſame goad Shepherd promis d heretofore -* 


Where: 


Wherefore altho' this Title extended to Princes 
as well as Prophets under the Law, yet ir 
was Reſtrained to a narrower Compaſs under 
the Goſpel; and the Senſe of the Word, is to 
be taken nom, according to the Nature of that 
Power, whereby out Saviour Exercis'd the 
Office of a Paſtor ; But He did not this as a Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, His Kingdom was not of this World ; 
But in a Spiritual manner, by teaching the 
Means and Method of Salvation, by appoint- 
ing others to do the ſame, and to Cad er his 
Church, as it was Collected, to the end of the 
World: As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend J you : 
 Whoſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted. — Go 
Yeach all Mations. 

But then again, altho* the word Paſtors 
do's fometimes include all the Orders and De- 
grees of thoſe that are Appointed to Feed the 
Flock of Chriſt : Yet it belongs more eminent- 
ty to the Swperzour Order of G1 hriſtian Bzſhops : 
Becauſe 7 herr Office is net only to Feed the | 
Chunch themſelves, but alſo to Ordain others 
todo ſo: Whatever Power the Presbyter has, 
as a Paſtor, the very ſame the Biſbop has, and 
may - Exerciſe it in a far greater Compaſs 

« yz. chan the other; but it cannot be faid ſo on the 
Diba. other fide, * the Prechyter has by no means the 
Ari g lame Power us the Bj/bop, either to Ordain 


Item C 


3 5 others, to be Precbyters, and Deacons; or to 


14 Con- 


Confirm Chriſtians, and Bleſs them, by Laying 
on of Hands; which by the Teſtimony of the 
Church, in all All Ages, have been the Prero- 
gatives of the Superiour Order: Wherefore 
theſe things being of the higheſt Importance to 
the Flock of Chriſt, and without which it 
were impoſſible they ſhould be fed, duly and 
effectually; they to whom it belongs to perform 
theſe things, are moſt properly called Paſtors, 
and the Text referring to the Times of the Go- 
ſpel, the ſame, muſt be particularly promis'd by 
it accordingly. I proceed therefore to ſhew in 
the next place. 2s 48 


II. The great Qualifications neceſſary fot 
this Office, included in thoſe Words, according 
to mine Heart. I will give you Paſtors accurding 
to mine Heart. This Character is more parti- 
cularly given to David: Ihe Lord hath fought 
bim a Man after his own Heart, in oppoſitton 
to Saul 's Character, I Sam. 13. v. 14. Which 
St. Paul explains in part, 13. Ads 22. I bare 
found David the Son of Jefle, a Man after my own + 
Heart, which fball fulfil all my Will. God's Will 
as it related to particular pablick Caſes, in 
which the Religion and Polity of the Jews 
was concerned; was made known to Saul and 


Daved, by the Prophet Samuel ; and tho' neg- - 


lected by the firſt, was duly, x fully obſery'd by; | 
— rhe 


the Latter, in his Re- eſtabliſning and Securing 
the publick Worſhip of God; and deſtroying 
| the Enemies thereof; the ſame Will is now 
[ contain'd in the Holy Scriptures, which are 
| that great and eternal Rule, by which every 
| Spiritual Governour ought to be Directed. 
But fince the Principles of good Government, 
| whether Spiritual or Temporal, are in ſome re- 
| ſpects the ſame; fince David was as Eminently a 
| Prophet as a King; if we can ſee in what Re- 
ſpects He was a Man according to Gods Heart, it 
will quickly appear upon what Accounts, a 
good Paſtor 1s 1o. RE TT TEIN, 
I. He was ſo in reſpect of his great Integrity. 
After we are told Pſal. 78. v. 70. That God 
choſe David his Servant, and took him from the 
Sheepfolds. ' That, from following the Ews great 
with Toung, he brought him to feed Jacob bs Peo- 
ple, and Iſrael his Inheritance. We have this 
| Teſtimony given of him, v. 72. So he fed them 
i according to the Integrity of his Heart, or with a 
| Faithful and True Heart, as the other Tranſla- 


tion. 
> . As God himſelf is moſt Righteous and True; 
as the Bleſſed Jeſus came to bear Witneſs to the 
Truth; Who, while he was that Faithful Wit- 
nels, did no Sin, neither was guile found in his 
Mouth ; who when he was Reviled, Reviled not 


again . 


N x 
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committed himſelf to him that Fudpeth Righteouſly = - 
1 Peter 2. v. 22, 23. Sothefincere upright Man, 
muſt be particw/arly according to Gods own Heart. 
And indeed what nobler Idea can we form 
of . great and good Man, than to fancy Him 
thus following his Redeemers Steps, v. 21. ibid. 
deſpifing equally the Threats and Promiſes of 
the World; Deaf to the Revilings, unſhaken 
by the Violence of wicked Men; ; regarding no- 
thing but his own Conſcience, and Examining 
and loforming that continually by the Will of 
God. And after he has done'ſo, committing 
himſelf to bim that is ſure to judge Rughteouſly, 
what-ever the Ignorant and Inconſtant World 
does. 
How Happy! are they, who are under ſuch 
Governours? the good Opinion they have of 
them, will prevent or cure all Jealouſy and Su- 
ſpition, will promote and preſerve Peace and 
Unity, make them have Truſt and Confidence 
in them, and conſequently follow their , own 
Buſineſs Dutifully and Contentedly, in their ſe- 
veral Stations: Few People are apt to think an 
Honeſt Man in the Wrong, and if he ſhould 
happen to be ſo, every Body is ready to excuſe 
it; but where this Virtue is wanting, all others 
turn to a Mans Diſadvantage, and make him 
only Feard and Suſpected more. 
C 1 Nay 


ae ; „ When 1 f fuffe ed, 15 Tepee ot, ** 1 unn 


Nay, how happy is the up 
ſelf! Ae. are 185 Cares "IP 
tend a Truſt of fuch Im ortance, as that which 
is the Subjeck of this Niſcourſe ; But the Bleſ- 
ſed, Satisfaction, which flows from a juſt Senſe 
of ones Integrity, ſhines thro and enlightens, 


im this reſpeQ, ſo much according iu Gods, quan 


Betray'd by another, and Reproached by a 


true-Happinels due to Thee alone; 7 lun art the 


off the Terrors of Death, and openeſt the Joys 


roubles that at- 


all, for that Heart muſt needs be at Eaſe with 
it ſelf, muſt feel ſomething of the Tranquility 
and Happineſs of the Divine Nature, which is, 


Therefore when a good Man is tired with 
publick Buſinefs, or has met with Oppoſition 
and Diſappointments in his honeſt, Endeavours, 
8555 perhaps ſhall find himſelf Inſulted by one, 


third. 5 


What a Bleſſing is it? that he can retire to 


. 
— 
* 


the Comforts of a good. Conſcience, and when- 
ever the World 2 ingrateful, and unjuſt, 
may ſtill appeal from Man to. Gad. 


O Heavenly Virtue! How. much is. Mans 


Foundation of Courage and Fortitude, and the 
beſt Defence againſt Envyand:Ingratitude; it is 
Iban alone, that can ſt make Proſperity Inno- 
cent, and Adverſity. Supportable „ ITbon takeſt 


of Heaven; ſhowing unta the Paſtor, according 
| to. 


10 4 Hen, 80 San ＋ c * _— 
mot acuh, , and HEE 1 er Wh r i 
when t r ear ſh. 

1. Aae Vir Vlad in the in ie 
Gods own Heart, was his Zeal for Hs | 
This was remarkable in David, inhis} 
back the A with fo much Joy, and fe 
to build a Temple for it; and this 45 Flt 
ſuch a Degree, that he crys out Pal. 6g. * 955 
The Zen 95 bine Hbuſe bath Eaten 8 
cotitern for the Por and publick orih inf 
God was ſd very great, ſo fektent, Wwintellat; | 
that it Prey't upon bis Spirits, ak waſted Hit 
away. This was very Extravrdirary Intleed, 
Teal when it burns inurde, ſeldom runs to flick | 
Extremes, tho' it too oſten does ſo, when it 
| Breaks#t upon others; for what Miſchief has 
been done in the World by intemperate Zeal, 
Which will not ſuffer thoſe it polſefſes, to think 
or diſtinguiſh; but like N. ebuchatlhntxzits Fur- 
nace, deſttoys Friends as well as Euemies? Nay 
often Friencts oy, While thoſe it was intended 
againſt, as ſecur dt Gods fpecial 2 5 7 
But when Zeal is limited by the Wil 9) 


and aitns at nothing more 0 the Gobd 6 Mas! 


it can do no Harm, and is often abſolutely g 

ceffary for the Oppoſing open Enemies, and Pu- 

nifhing notorious „ ; and the want of 
5 it 


+ eb oe, 


— — 


—.— 
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it, gives great encouragement to both; there-. 
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fore this Extreme is Dangerous alſo. It was the 
Prieſts Buſineſs under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, 
to keep the Fire in upon the Altar, to have it 
always ready for proper Sacrifices; and that Fire, 
came firſt from Heaven, ſo ſhould Zeal be always 
kindled from above, and be always ready in the 
Man according to Gods Heart, tho' not conſtantly 
%% 
3. Another Virtue which entitled David to be 
the Man according to Gods Heart, was his Good- 


2% or Chant); his Lender, Mereiful and For- 


giving Temper : The Cruelty of Saw), the Ma- 


lice of Shimei, the Inſolence of Joab; and his 


tender Care of his Rebellious Son Abſolom, are 
each of them ſufficient Inſtances of this. This 
excellent Virtue will Temper and Rebate the 
Edge of the other; if Zeal be ſometimes Ne- 
ceſſary for the Defence of the Flock, this is ne- 
ceſſary to gain the good Will of them, and to 
Encourage more to come into it, That we may 
be all at laſt one Fold under one Shepherd, When 
ſuch a Paſtor goeth before the Sheep, they follow 
Him Readily and Gladly, for they know his Voice 
(John 10. 4.) and rejoice to hear it, becauſe the 


Kindneſs and Gentleneſs of it, cauſes Eſteem, 
| Reverence and Obedience; otherwiſe inſtead of 


following him, as it was the manner in the Eaſtern | 
| 8383 t 


Comtries, they will fearcs he driven by hint; the 


ed, tho? not at all inclin'd to diſobey: Nay al- 


tho ſome of them, ſhould be found Culpable 
thro? Weakneſs or Infirmity: Yet nothing can be 
more according to the God of Mercies Heart, ac- 


cording to that Mind which was in Chrift Jeſus, 


than Pity and Compaſſion, than Mercy and 


ſhop of our Smits deſcrib'd by the Prophet Iſaab, 


He ſhall feed his Flogkias a Shepherd, (a tender 
and loving one, ¶ ars by what follows) he 
hall gat it N is) with his Arm, and carry 
them in MBoſom, aud ſball gently lead thoſe that 
are with Young, Chap. 40. v. 11, But this need 
not be inſiſted upon, where the Care is truly Pa- 
ternal; Paternal Indulgence will naturally follow. 
Theſe are the chief Qualifications; Which 
gain'd the Royal Prophet the glorious Title of 
being the Man after Gods om Heart, as to his 


public Character, and that too notwithſtandling 


the great Sins which he was Guilty of, as to his 
private one. Therefore when other *Govern- 
ours are ſpoken of under the ſame Character, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the ſame Qua- 
li ſications are included in it: How theſe are to 
be apply'd, will appear under che next general 


Head. Where Lam to ſne rm... 


— 


Is 


- 


III. 


42 The great Eads ter which Fb 


; Faul. How ineſtimahle 2 Bleſſing i 


ther to the Condud of the 


Diſcha 


e deſign d by Ged, contain d in thoſe Words, 

bey Ball ,{erd you: With Kndwledee and Did kr. 
is chis to 
the Church of God? But alas! How miny dif- 


| ficultiesdo they meet withal, who are concern d 


in convey ing it? Theſe Words may relate ei- 

Heſiort; and then they = 
are to be taken Adverbially, all feru o, 
Knowingly aud Underſtandingly; or eſſe to the 
Nature a the Food which the Flock ſhould 
receive, which was to be NM e and Muller. 
tb. . Eminentiy ee * * to 


. # Of theſe : . David once: more, 
as it is ſaid -Pſal. 78. v. 2. That he Fed Irael 
according to the Integrity of bis Heart; ſo it is ad- 
ded, that he ps with the Skilfulneſs of 
5 Hands, Dh the mean Artifices of World- 

1 olicy; but with ſuch Prudence, as was 
not. only conſiſtent with his Integrity, but kept 
it always upon irs Sund, and gave Life and. 
Vigour to it. 

o. very neceſſary. i is this, if we auer 
the Importance of that great Truſt whereof 
we have been ſpaaking, and the Difficulties of 
ging it: When our Bleſſed Lord put 
that Queſtion ſo often to St. Peter, Simon Son 


of 


as Dy des get eh 200 0 5 
of Jas = his: | m Te 2 
manded him, as often tom feech his Sheep - Fhio 5 
was not to, conſen upon him any Slpremucy. over Is 
the other Apoſdles x or that he wanted any new = 
of his Love, . t make amends fer 
his denyal of lu, and to ſfew theSinceriry, | 
. of baker entance; the Sturc hen af Fleuyts 
knew: this cuBciently: But b dich tis, to ſhew 
hom much he hem ſelf Loved -thofer Sheep, 
which he recommended to his, and the' other 
Apoſtles Care; and to intimate what greut 
Troubles and Difficulties; they ſhould meet 
withal while they-difehavg'd that Office ; f 
ry great; as to ſtand in need of aft that Zea! 
and Love which he pretended te; above the 
Ref; and alſo to exdite a ropontiona ble: Care 
and Dob ence in alt their Sucteffors wo führe wy 
Ages. TPhus: fiys 8 Cbryſoſtom '* dub Saviowr\7or 5 Tay 
” chi Words; — 6h Peder, a e. 
us Learn; (ſpeaking oi all Chriſtian Biſhops: ar 
Bimſalf being ons; who? nor 4 Succeſſor un = 
of St: Perer) Far WE ought ta-'omploy-j much ne hey 
Sach and Nil gu in a; Bu neſs: of 55 grew 2 75 


Wen the Active and Watchfub Apoſfle of . 


the Gartslts, takes His leave of tlie Biſhops or 
the Provnfder Ae, af which Epheſus was the 


Metro- 


Metropolis © Ads 20. 23. He. He gives them | 
this ſolemn and remarkable Charge, Take beed 
unto jour ſel de, and to all the Flock, over "which 


. 


r org. the Holy Ghoſt bath made yon B oops, to feed the 
J Church of God, aubich he hath »purci aſed with His 
Blood; for. I know this, that after my departing 
ſhall grzevous Wolves enter in among you, not ſpa- 
ereſe, ſpeaking; perverſe things' to draw away Diſ- 
ber 52 tha 4 by 1 he a ſpace of three Tears, <q 7 :ceas'd | 
not to warn every one Nipht and Day with Tears. 
How much is contain'd: in thoſe pathetick 
Wards Watch and Remember? for alas! if we 
conſider | the: Humour of the preſent Age, 
the bold Errors and wild Opinions, that are 
ſcatter'd abroad; how / much Occafion is there 
to atch Sontinually? And if we conſider 
ho confidently and obſtinately they are 
© defended and maintain d, how neceſſary is 
flit to Remember, to Remember this Caution of 
= 8 the Holy Apoſtles, and his manner of Acting; 
For when Every Paſtar is an AMomination unto 
our modern Agyptians, Gen. 46. 34. which 
way ſhall even the Paſtor, according to Gods 
Heart, endeavour to ſucceed? How ſhall his 
Luegrity Exert it ſelf? How ſhall he know 
when to employ his Zeal, and when, his Cha- 
ID | | ray iy 
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rity: And while he is encompaſſed at the ſame 
time by Cenſure and Applauſe, by Libels and 
Panegyricks, by Threats and Promiſes; how 
ſhall he venture to go forward at all; orif he does, 
how ſhall he Steer ſafely, or hope to be Obey'd, 
amidſt ſo dark a Night, and ſo loud a Tempeſt 
as this is? Nothing can enable him to do ſo, 
but ſome Ray of Heavenly Light, but that 
Knowledge and Underſtanding which is from 
above; and theſe God will certainly beſtow by 
the ſame 1 by which he gives us Paſtors ac- 
cording to his Heart. . 
2. The other Senſe in which theſe Words 
may be taken relates to Inſtruction, to the ſound 
Doctrine and wholeſom Food of the Goſpel; 
in oppoſition to that Wiſdom which the Greeks 
vainly ſought after, to the Law given by Moſes, 
and to thoſe Pretences of Wit, Senſe and Hu- 
mane Reaſon, which this Age abounds withal. 
They ſhall feed you with Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding ; ſhall do this, by diſcharging Faithful- 
ly the great Duties peculiar to their Office; by 
ordlaining fit Perſons to feed under them, with 
the Holy Word and Sacraments ; by Confirming 
and Blefling good People in Gods Name, and 
_ alſo by their own holy Examples and pious 
Exhortations. O! how great then is the Bleſ- 
ſing that is here Promis'd ? If the Soul be of 
ſo much greater Worth than the Body, if the 
Happineſs of Eternity is _—_ preferr'd —_ 
+ og OE: 
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the Miſeries of this Life ; then what Bl 
can be given to a Nation to be compar'd with 
this? And therefore what Duty and Obedience, 
what Gratitude and Love, 1s att to ſuch Princes? 
Whom, upon account of their own Piety and 
Virtue, God raiſes to the Throne, to be the 
happy means whereby He gives us Pa ſtors accord- 
ing to bis own Heart, to feed us with Knowledge 
aud Underſtanding.” 

Let us ſee then in the next IN 

IV. By what Signs we may be reaſonably af- 
ſur'd when ſuch Paſtors are emmently the Gift 
of God. All that are Lawfully called, are 
certainly the Gift of God, in a general Senſe, 
_— we may perceive when they are eminently 

by fome particular Circumſtances ; for 

1 hy 
. When they are ſuch as have long been 
Labourers in Gods Vineyard, and faithful Dif- 
penſers of his Word and Sacraments. Thus 
St. Paul to Timothy, 1 Epb. Chap. 5. v. k7. 
Let the Presbyters that Rule well, be counted wor- 
thy of double Honour, (not only as to maintenance 
but as to Dignity and Authority) Afpecaally they 
who labour in the Mond and Doctrine; if this re- 
guards thoſe of the Iuferiour Order, (as many 
ſuppoſe) it ſhews who are moſt worthy of the 
Superiaur one, and prefers. their Labouring in the 

rc even * their FRO well ; and er 


. thy 


tby being enjoin d to take care of this by the Spirit 
00 God, when ſuch Perlons e 250 
we may juſtly ſuppoſe it to be done by the ſame 
Spirit, eſpecially when ſuch Labours have been at- 
tended with great Succeſs, and univerſal Applauſe. 
2. This we may be farther aſſur'd of, if the Per- 
ſons have been Eminent for their Exemplary Piety 
and Converſation ; and have liv'd up ſtrictly to what 
they taught; for as nothing is more apt to convince 
People of any Truth, than to fatisfy them that one 


helieves it onesſelf, nothing can ſatisfy them ſoon- 


er of this, than an holy Life. There is a fort of In- 
ſtruction that comes from good Mens Aclions, which 
is of much greater force, than that which comes from 
their Words only ; becauſe the Jealouſy of Pride, is 
not ſo much rais'd here, nor Wit nor Prudence taxt 
or queſtion'd by Verbal Information, or Reproof ; and 
| then too, of what vaſt Extent' is the Benefit of 
good Example, and how greatly does it contribute 
to Gods Glory ? For this occaſions the offering up 
Praiſes to him by a thoufand Tongues, in a thou- 
ſand places at once; becauſe not only a good Mans 
Acquaintance, who are Eye-Witnefles of his Life, 
will Blefs God for him; but they who dwell 
a far off, they who never ſaw him, will do 
the ſame; therefore how publick, how unzwerſal 
a Bleſſing is ſuch a Man? His Ferbal Tuff ruclion, 
could reach but to one particular number at ove parti- 
cular Time and Place; but his Example preaches al- 
ways, and almoſt every where, and will fill do the great 
8 . er 
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er Good the higher it israis'd ; and therefore it may 


juſtly be ſuppos d to be Gods particular Act, when 
it is ſo. „ 
3. Such Paſtors ſeem to be more eſpecially given by 
God, whoſe Worth, in the Reſpects already menti- 
on'd, is increas'd and adorn'd by Modeſty and Hu- 
mility; Who dread their own juſt Prazſes, as much 
as they do cenſuring others; who, like Moſes know 
nothing of that Luſtre which they have Contract- 


ed, by converſing with God; and when they are 
told of it, vail it over immediately, and ſeek for 
Solitude and Retirement, as much as poſſibly. This 


is a certain Sign of great Merit, next to the deſir- 
ing the high Office of a Paſtor, in the times of Mar- 
tyrdom, it is moſt Glorious to do quite contrary in 
times of Honour and Security; which Bleſſed be 
God ! it is not without, even in this Age: But ſuch. 
good Men, often enjoy their Wiſhes; according to 
the common courſe of things, the Humble and 
Modeſt are taken at their Word, and may retire as 
much as they think fitting, and burn away as 
Lamps did in Sepulchres heretofore, did not God 
take care to find them out ; as he did many of the 
Prophets and Biſhops of Old; for the good of his 
Church, and advance them to be the Lights of the 
World, to Shine before Men, that they may Glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven; diſcern it plainly 
to be his own AG; and Praiſe and Magnify him, for 
the tender Care, and gracious Diſpenſations of his 
Providence. ws — 


1 


I have now gone thro' the Four firſt Heads, there 
needs no particular Application of what has been 
ſaid, at leaſt the Beſt will be contained under the 


next. 


V. And laftly. The Duty of thoſe to whom ſuch 
Paſtors are ſo given. 
We may be directed in this, in great meaſure, from 
another Place of our Prophet, parallel to the Text, 
Jer. 23. v. 4. I will ſet up Shepherds over them, which 
ſhall feed them, and they ſpall fea no more, nor be dif- - 
mayed, neither ſpall they be lacking, ſaith the Lord. 
1. They ſhall fear no more, nor be diſmayed. They 
ſhall have no cauſe to be ſo, and therefore it is their 
Duty to ſtruggle againſt it. Suppoſe Peoples Con- 
cern for their Religion be ever ſo Sincere, or has 
been ever ſo Juſt, yet what can put an End to it 
more reaſonably, than when God gives them Paſtors 
according to his Heart, which ſball feed his Church 


with Knowledge and Underſtanding? Eſpecially when 


in the moſt Extenſive Senſe of the word Paſtor, he - 

ives them Princes, as well as Bz/bops that are ſo. 
Wherein could we wiſh that God would ſhe his 
Love and Care of us, more than in this? Is there 
any thing of ſo much Conſequence as ſound Do- 
Crrine, ſpotleſs Integrity, and unblemiſh'd Exam- 
ple? Are not theſe moſt neceſſary in an Age of fo 
much Irreligion and Profaneneſs ? If ſo, when and 
in what manner cou'd Divine Goodneſs demonſtrate 
its Paternal Care more pinoy, than in giving Pa- 
ſtors ſo qualify'd in ſuch Circumſtances ? And con- 

I, 1 8 F ſequently, 


wently, e very Ai is it, chat all Ho- 
neſt and Well- meaning Doubts and Fears, which 
the beſt Men are ſometimes touch'd withal, ſhow'd 
be chang'd into Holy Confidence and Joy: i | 
2. Another part of our Duty upon ſo great a 
| Bleſfing, is ;ncluded in thoſe words, either {hall they 
# | Th ul. be Jacking, not one of the number miſſing, as * one 
ö Tranſlation renders it. No wandring in odd 
nions, or retiring from the reſt of the E lock, diſſa- 
tisſied and diſcontented, but that all ſhould be joi- 
ned together in hol ly Union, and mutual Charity; 
as having the ſame Ends in view, as being govern d 
by the ſame Paſtors; under the fame Lord. 
This I am ſure is fadly wanting, while our un- 
happy Diviſions hinder the faithful Endeavours of 
dur Friends, and promote the Defigns of our Ene·- 
mies. If Dade N Impera, be ſo plain a Truth, 
methinks it ſhould be as. plain, that to 4e Divided, | 
# in be Ruin d. And yet we all agree in the Points 
of the greateſt Importance, we are all zealous for 
tut Apoſiolical Order, which has ever been the De- 
fence and Ornament of our Church; we are all ſen- 
4 fible what. ground Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Socinianiſm, 
and under ſuch pretences, every ſar of Vice, gets 
among us: We are all equally apprebenſive of what 
we are threatned withal from Abroad, not only 
[= by the late debign'd Invaſion, but by the ſame Per- 
WW! ſon's. being now actually in Arms, and after he 
has been = long nurs'd up inthe moſt cruel Super- 
is ſtition, now learning to impoſe it upon us by * 
1 om- 


ommotr Danger ufes to produce common Senſe, 
and mutual Convenience, to recontile People fo 
one another; but we have far greater Motives than 
ſuch as theſe are, to Friendſhip, Union, and Love; 
from the Commands and Example of a moſt mer» 
cubl-Redecmer.): Uo 5 fo 5 Rn, 
3. For a more General Application of what has 
been ſaid. As it is the Office of Paſtors according 
to God's Heart, to feed thoſe that are committed to 
their Charge, with Kuledge and Under flanding; 
ſo it is the Duty of thoſe that are to be fed, whether 
as to their being overn d orInſtructed; to be of ſuch 
a Temper and Difpolition; fo ready to Learn and 
to Obey, as is proper for the receiving ſuch Benefits. 
Obey thoſe that have the Rade over you, rei myexivon tuwy,: 
your Bifhops, as many of the Fathers expound it, 
and ſubmit your ſelves. The Reaſon which the Apo- 
ſtle gives for this, ought to be conſider d very ſe- 
rioufly, for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt 
give account (of you, as ſome Copies have it,) That 
| they may do it with Foy, and not with Grief; not meet- 
ing with Vexation in their Charitable Endeavours, 
and not having the Grief to find them all to no 
pur poſe, and to be forc'd to become our Accuſers 
hereafter 5 For that is unprofitable for you, Heb. 13. 
v.17. Alas! how gentle a Word does the Spirit 
of Peace make uſe of here, it is not only wnprofita- 2 
le, but pernicious, but tending to eternal Deſtru- 
an DE TTL TONE | 
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our unworthineſs, the bleſſed Promiſe in the Text. 
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them act with ever ſo much Knowledge and Under- 


ſtanding; particularly as they are ſet forth by St. 
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Cbryſoſtom, in his admirable Treatiſe rie Tepwovrns, 
St. Azſtin, De Paſtoribus, Gregorius Magnus upon 


2 


te ſame Subject, eſpecially the firft and the left; 


they would be very cautious how they increaſed 


ſuch Difficulties, and rather endeavour all that they 


could, to ſtrengthen the Hands of thoſe good Pa- 


ſtors that are over them in the Lord, and to this 


End, Praiſe, exalt, and adore the Divine Goodneſs 


| for beſtowing ſuch Ineſtimable Benefits upon us, 
| by fo: graciouſly Fulfilling to us, notwithſtanding 
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To Conclude, in the Words of St. Paul, May 


the God of Peace which brought again from the 


Dead our Lord Teſus, that great Sepberd of the. 


Sbeep, thro' the Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, 
mate us all perfect in every good Work to do his 
Will, working in us that which is pleaſing in bis 
Sight, thro Yeſus Chrif 3 to whom be Glory for 
ever and ever, Amen. 13. Hebr. 20, 21 Ver- 
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y Troubles, and Difficulties which conſtantly: 
... attend” upon. Paſtors according to God's Heart, let 


